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Tax plan: Tech quiet, blue states lose 


Silicon Valley: Bill would let 
companies return cash from 
overseas without penalties 


By Marissa Lang and Thomas Lee 


Throughout the first year of President Trump’s 
tenure, Silicon Valley corporations and executives 
have made their opposition to a number of the admin- 
istration’s efforts clear, weighing in on immigration, 
net neutrality, education reform and climate change. 

But on Monday, just days after Senate Republicans 
passed a massive bill that would overhaul the Amer- 
ican tax system, tech firms remained largely silent. 

Some experts said this may be because tech compa- 
nies were still reading the tea leaves, trying to deter- 
mine how the bill, a massive 479-page document, 
could affect them in the coming years. 
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“This bill will divide the blue states from 
the red. ... It is evil in the extreme.” 


California Gov. Jerry Brown 


3 governors complain: Fiscal 
landscape could be ravaged 
by elimination of deductions 


The governors of California and New York and 
governor-elect of New Jersey joined forces Monday to 
attack GOP plans to do away with the state and local 


tax deduction — calling it a 
possibly illegal or unconstitu- KATHLEEN 
PENDER 


tional transfer of wealth from 
predominantly Democratic 

states, which tend to have high- Net Worth 

er income taxes, to predomi- 

nantly Republican states, which generally have lower 
or no state income tax. 

“This bill will divide the blue states from the red, 
the Democrats from the Republicans. It is evil in the 
extreme,” Gov. Jerry Brown said in a call with report- 
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Researchers expect an average of 10 to 15 percent less rain in the long term, which could be linked to ice 
thaw. During the recent drought, Lake Shasta, California’s largest reservoir, fell to near record lows. 


Linking California 


droughts to ice loss 


Research on climate change explains chain of events 


By Kurtis Alexander 


Californians may have another 
reason to keep an eye on melting 
sea ice in the Arctic — at least if 
they’re concerned about the state’s 
propensity for plunging into dam- 
aging droughts. 

Alongside the obvious perils for 
polar bears and other wildlife, as 
well as the problem of rising ocean 
levels, the massive ice thaw thou- 
sands of miles away is triggering 
changes in the atmosphere that are 
likely to shrink rainfall close to 
home, according to new research 
by scientists at Lawrence Liver- 
more National Laboratory. 

Their study outlines a chain of 
meteorological events that leads to 
formation of storm-blocking air 
masses in the North Pacific. The 
masses are similar to the so-called 
Ridiculously Resilient Ridge that 
kept rain from making landfall 
during California’s five-year 


drought, forcing widespread water 
rationing in homes, prompting 
farmers to fallow fields and caus- 
ing the Central Valley to sink due 
to heavy pumping of groundwater. 
The Livermore Lab study, being 
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A polar bear walks over sea ice in July in Victoria Strait in the Cana- 
dian Arctic Archipelago, a region experiencing increased ice melt. 


attempt to explain the recent 
drought, but to help understand 


published Tuesday in the journal 
Nature Communications, doesn’t 


future weather patterns. Still, lead 
Drought continues on A9 


Oakland 
workers 
set to go 
on strike 


Non-emergency services 
expected to be interrupted 


By Kimberly Veklerov 


Labor unions representing thousands of city 
workers in Oakland said they will go on strike 
starting Tuesday, interrupting nearly all non- 
emergency services with the first major walkout 
in the city in four years, after negotiations came 
toa halt Monday. 

Mayor Libby Schaaf said the strike would be 
unlawful because the two parties have not mutu- 
ally declared an impasse. She said the city would 
file a labor complaint if workers walk off the job. 
But leaders for Service Employees International 
Union Local 1021 dismissed Schaaf’s concerns. 

“The mayor is incorrect,” said Rob Szykowny, 
Local 1021’s chief negotiator. “It’s an unfair labor 
practices strike, which is lawful, protected activ- 
ity.” 

A UC Berkeley lecturer in labor law whose 
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Appeal planned 
of gun conviction 
in Steinle case 


By Evan Sernoffsky and Bob Egelko 


Defense attorneys who won acquittal for a 
homeless undocumented immigrant on mur- 
der, manslaughter and assault charges in the 
shooting of Kate Steinle on a San Francisco 
Bay pier will seek to have the sole conviction 
in the case dismissed as well, they said Mon- 
day. 

A jury last week found Jose Ines Garcia 
Zarate, 45, guilty of a lesser count of being a 
felon in possession of a gun in connection 
with Steinle’s death on Pier 14 in July 2015, 
after the defense argued at trial that the shoot- 
ing was an accident that happened after the 
defendant found a stolen gun wrapped in a 
T-shirt or cloth under a bench. 

Now the defense says the conviction is in- 

Steinle continues on A9 


Experts assail idea president can’t obstruct justice 
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President Trump gives a thumbs up Monday in Washington. 


ji] By Bob Egelko 


Forty years ago, former Pres- 
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» Formal endorsement: Presi- 


investigation of Russian in- 
volvement in last year’s presi- 
dential election. But he came 


ident Richard Nixon famously 
told interviewer David Frost, 
when asked whether a presi- 
dent can order an illegal act in 
the nation’s best interests, 
“Well, when the president does 
it, that means it is not illegal.” 
President Trump’s personal 
lawyer, John Dowd, didn’t go 
quite that far Monday in talking 
to NBC News about whether 
Trump’s firing of former FBI 
Director James Comey could be 
considered obstruction of jus- 
tice, as an attempt to derail the 


dent Trump makes his support 
for embattled Alabama candi- 
date for Senate official. A5 


» Monuments shrunk: Presi- 
dent orders a huge reduction in 
the size of two protected areas 
in Utah. A6 


» Paul Manafort: Ex-campaign 
boss said to be working with 
colleague tied to Russians. A7 
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close. 

“The president cannot ob- 
struct justice because he is the 
chief law enforcement officer” 
under the Constitution, Dowd 
said, adding that Trump “has 
every right to express his view 
ofany case.” 

Dowd didn’t specify a case, 
but seemed to be referring to 
Trump’s tweet last week in 
which he said one reason he 
had fired his national security 
adviser, Michael Flynn, was 
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